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Lake Jocassee at Devils Fork SP (SC)

Features But...
Clear, cool, deep waters 2 mile open paddle to
Mountain setting start
Waterfalls!  Heavy motorboat

traffic on weekends

e Too far away for a day
trip

State park facilities

Paddle-in camping
sites
























New River at New River State Park

Features But...

e Easy river paddle with « Rocks! Use plastic
class 1+ rapids boat

e Qutfitter shuttles boatse Check water levels
or vehicle e Shuttle needed
e Fun swimming spots

e Showers/camping
available

 Doable as a day trip

Riverside Canoe
2966 Garvey Bridge Rd
Crumpler, NC 28617
336-982-9439



















L ake Randleman at Southwest Park

Features But...
 Brand new park and ¢ Very highly regulated
lake « Not open on Monday

* No motorized traffic  « Fee required

In north section . Toilet provisions

required






























Jordan Lake

Features But...
« Convenient to triangle « Heavy motorboat
e Large lake; diversity traffic on weekends

« NCWRC ramps, open
24 hours

 Bald eagles and other
wildlife
























Harris Lake

Features But...
 Convenient to triangle « Some motorboat

e County park facilities ~ traffic on weekends
e Good wildlife e Portage at Harris Lake
County Park

e (Geocaching


















Cape Fear River at NC 42

Features But...
« NCWRC boatramp « Few good places to
e Usually slow current ~ €xit boat

e Buckhorn dam 1 mile
downstram






























Bay Lakes: Jones, Waccamaw, & Phelps

Features But...
e State park facilities  « Susceptible to wind
e Large, shallow lakes

e Jones: tea-colored
water

« Wacamaw: gators!



















Lumber River at Lumber River SP

Features But...
e State park facilities e ~2 mph current

« Beautiful cypress treese Few places to exit boat
& Spanish moss














































Bear Island at Hammocks Beach SP

Features But...
Beautiful state park < Watch the tides and
facilities current!
Marked kayak trail e Sandbars at low tide
Pristine beach w/ e Short portage from
camp sites parking area

Ferry route always
accessible
















































Beaufort

Features But...
* Public park facilites « Watch the tides and
« Easy access to current!
waterfront, Carrot  Watch the winds if
Island, and attempting

Shackleford Banks Shackleford


















Waterfronts

Features But...

e Usually easy public « Be respectful
access

 Good, easy, short
“recovery” paddle

e Fun to interact with
other boat owners

















































Merchants Millpond

Features

Visually stunning

“Paddling through a
magical forest”

Wildlife (incl gator)
(Modest) state park
facilities

Marked kayak trall
Paddle-in camp sites

But...

* Mosquitoes and ticks
In warm months


































Lake Drummond

Features But...

« Beautiful cypress treese Long (boring) paddle
away from shore up canal to access

o Utter desolation  Mosquitoes and ticks

« Camp site atdamw/ N warm months

modest facilities e Bears!



Honorable mention

 Uhwarrie River at Morrow Mtn State Park
* Riles Creek at Badin Lake

« Lake Higgins

e Eno River

 Beaver Dam at Falls Lake

 Pamlico River at Goose Creek State Park

e Neuse River at Glenburnie Park in New
Bern



Things we've learned

o Keep a journal
* Be quiet and still — let nature come to you

e Make sure new paddlers have fun their first
time out

* There are good destinations close to home

 There’s more to paddling than distance and
speed







